


Nine

Bowler: James Kirtley

Area: Deep backward square-leg
Napier: This was the hardest | hit the
pball all innings — a full toss | hit flat into
the flats!

Ten

Bowler: Chris Liddle

Area: Deep backward square-leg
Napier: By this stage | was expecting
yorkers. They kept bowling length so |
sat back in my crease and was able to
pick the ball up and over.

Eleven

Bowler: Chris Liddle

Area: Wide long-on

Napier: This was possibly one of the
hardest shots to execute. As it was
almost a yorker this was where the bat
came into play with the lower sweet
spot designed to enable me to get
underneath the ball and time it over
wide long-on.

Twelve
Bowler: Chris Liddle
Area: Wide long-on
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Napier: Bit of a hack but again got
enough bat with enough power to get it
over the rope.

Thirteen

Bowler: James Kirtley

Area: Mid-wicket (Cow corner)
Napier: A full ball outside off-stump.
Kirtley was going for the yorker but |
managed to get enough bat on it to
get underneath it, aided a bit by the
wind. | got height rather than length on
that one so | was bit worried when |
saw the boundary fielder (Chris Adams)
moving under it but then | saw him
make another late movement and knew
it would need to be a brilliant catch to
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take it inside the rope (he caught the
ball over the boundary).

Fourteen

Bowler: James Kirtley

Area: Long-on

Napier: This was a big hit. Kirtley didn’t
get a yorker quite right so he bowled it
in the slot in between a length ball and
a yorker. Ryan (ten Doeschate) had told
me when he came to the crease that

| needed two boundaries to break the
record score for the Twenty20 Cup and
this was the record-breaking shot!

Fifteen

Bowler: James Kirtley

Area: Deep backward square-leg
Napier: Change of tactics from Kirtley
as he went for a bouncer but | swung
hard and got enough of the bat edge
on it to sail into the corporate boxes,
where it shattered a tray of glasses!
In fact the umpires needed to inspect
the ball for shards of glass once it was
returned!

Sixteen

Bowler: James Kirtley

Area: Deep square leg

Napier: Bit of a pick up, pull shot to
reach my 150 over deep square-leg. At
this point | was on top of Everest, on
top of the world!

Aftermath

Napier: My initial thoughts after the
game were about how ecstatic | was
to have fulfiled what | always knew I've
been capable of doing. | was surprised
how all the talk afterwards was about
the IPL (Indian Premier League) but |
guess financial implications are difficult
to ignore in cricket at the moment. But
for me it was all about trying to help

us get into the quarter-finals of the
Twenty20 Cup and giving us a chance
for Finals Day. We are potentially three
games away from the Champions
League now (going into today’s game
with Hampshire).






